THE   DEATH  OF STRAFFORD
stood, together with the EarPs counsel and secretaries.
The bishops, being excluded by the canons of the
church from participation cin cases of blood or
death/ took no part in the trial.
On Monday, March 2 2nd, 1641, the Hall being
full to every allotted seat, the Earl was brought to the
Bar by the Lieutenant of the Tower, in the presence
of the King. He was dressed in black, and wore his
George on a gold chain. In the forty-eighth year of
his age, StrafFord was suffering from gout and the
stone, and as he stood before the tribunal he stooped
a little. Nevertheless, the dignity of his bearing, the
candour of his gaze, and the grace of his behaviour
made a profound impression. When he spoke it was
with c weight, reason, and pleasing grace.' The
impeachment was then read, and his answer to it.
On the following day the examination of the articles
was opened by Pym, to be suspended while a sealed
paper was handed in from the Irish Parliament
containing news that the Commons there had already
convicted the accused of high treason. StrafFord
complained that there was a conspiracy against him
to take away his life, was called to order for accusing
the Parliaments of two kingdoms of conspiracy,
apologised on his knees, and e so that matter was passed
over.* On March 24th, examination of the articles
proceeded, conducted largely by Whitelock, who
submitted to the committee that * on one of the articles
there was no satisfactory evidence to put in.* Upon
this the argument was taken up by another member,
Sir Walter Earle, who was badly let down by his
witnesses. StrafFord, who throughout the trial was
quick to take any opening, rose at once and for the
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